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The Case for Vocabulary Instruction in EAP Courses: Effects on Students’

Perceptions of Their L2 Reading and Language Learning Success

Numerous studies have shown a positive effect of L2 vocabulary knowledge on L2 reading
comprehension (e.g., Anderson, 2000; Grabe, 2009; Laufer, 1992; Laufer & Ravenhorst-
Kalovski, 2010). However, in Israeli university EAP courses, in which the main focus is on
teaching reading comprehension and academic skills, there is little time for vocabulary
instruction, and only a limited number of words can be taught. This raises the question of
whether a focus on intentional vocabulary learning in these courses can have a significant
impact on students’ performance and motivation. In the context of EAP courses, measuring
this impact is difficult, due to the presence of other factors such as previous knowledge and use
of reading techniques. Social Cognitive Theory emphasizes the relation between performance,
motivation and the notion of self-efficacy, which refers to “beliefs in one’s capabilities to
organize and execute the courses of action required to produce given attainments.” (Bandura,

1997). These beliefs are formed by various sources of information, including, most



importantly, “mastery experiences” (ibid.). Students’ self-efficacy has been shown to be related

to foreign language motivation and achievement (Lamb, 2017).

This research examines the effect of vocabulary instruction on students’ perceptions of their
reading comprehension and motivation. Over 60 undergraduate students completed a
vocabulary self-evaluation questionnaire. An additional 20 students completed a follow-up
questionnaire one semester after the course ended. Preliminary data point to a positive effect
of vocabulary instruction on students’ perceived reading and language skills. Furthermore,
increased vocabulary knowledge seems to promote an enhanced perception of language
learning success, confidence, and motivation. These findings suggest that even in a context
with limited amounts of time to devote to it, vocabulary teaching and learning can have a

significant effect on students’ beliefs about themselves as successful language learners.
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The L2 motivational self-system in an Advanced level EAP Course

Motivation provides the primary drive to initiate second or foreign language (L2) learning and
later continues to nourish the difficult and lengthy learning process. Motivation, therefore, is
critical for second or foreign language learning (Spolsky, 1989). Nevertheless, research has
little empirical evidence to support this claim and thus the investigation of motivation and
second language (L2) learning is a rich area for investigation (Spolsky, 2000; Guilloteax &
Dorneyei, 2008). More specifically and most recently, Dornyei’s (2005, 2009) theory of the L2

motivational self-system has become a primary area of inquiry focusing on learners' self-



concept and motivational dispositions (Csizer & Magid, 2014; Papi, 2010; You, Dérnyei &
Csizér, 2016).

The L2 motivational self-system paradigm is significant since it is reconcilable with other
important conceptualizations of motivation, and at the same time builds a useful bridge to
practical avenues for motivating language learners (Dornyei & Ushioda, 2009; Gardner, 2001;
Noels, 2003; Ushioda, 2001). Specifically, The L2 motivational self-system includes the Ideal
L2 Self, the Ought-to L2 Self and the L2 Learning Experience which combine theoretical
constructs from the L2 field and mainstream psychology. Dérnyei (2009) notes that with regard
to foreign language learning, the L2 motivational self-system model represents a major change

in that it incorporates the psychological theories of the self.

This talk will report on the initial findings of a study on L2 motivation for advanced level EAP
courses based on Dornyei’s L2 motivational self-system questionnaire. Questionnaires were
given to 250 students at the beginning and at the end of their courses. The groups were
heterogeneous in terms of field of study. We found that year of study and level of stress, were
significant motivation factors regarding the way in which students related to their English
studies.
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PhD students' writing identity in a collaborative EAP course

Students' writing identity is a pertinent issue in applied linguistics. When considering how this
issue develops in a writing classroom, the elements of power and authority should also be taken
into account. These elements go beyond the student teacher interaction when a course is taught
by two instructors, a disciplinary and a linguistic expert. In such a situation, the instructors
need to negotiate power and authority among themselves regarding the syllabus, teaching
material, frontal instruction and assignment feedback. This negotiation may impact the
students' development of their writing identity.

EAP L2 writing instruction is expected to support students’ academic enculturation, facilitate
their authorial identity and aid in the acquisition of scholastic written communication skills.
Within multilingual and multidisciplinary contexts, the impact of a language instructor may be
limited to instruction of writing strategies and performance and not disciplinary knowledge
construction and enculturation. In such a situation, a disciplinary expert could provide

complementary instruction and student feedback.

In spite of the advantages in collaborative teaching, certain challenges and tensions may arise
from this dual framework. When two instructors teach frontal lessons and assess students'
work, they need to negotiate their expectations from each other, their specific pedagogical
roles, as well as their ownership of space (Martin-Beltran & Peercy, 2014). Following
Morelock et al., (2017), we are particularly interested in how the instructors negotiated power
and authority throughout the course, and the impact this interplay had on the students. A further
concern are the challenges encountered by students (Bovill et al., 2016) as they forge through
the complexities of academic writing skills acquisition and the tensions that may arise from

interacting with the two instructors. Within our focus on students, we are also interested in
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exploring the development of authorial identity (Cheung et al., 2018) and possible instructor

impact.

Using the Grounded Theory approach, the presentation will discuss the above issues and
present data collected from diaries written by the instructors, documenting tensions and
negotiations; student questionnaires; interviews with the instructors and students; and written

feedback to students’ assignments.
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